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Pasha also took time to consider the invitation of
Great Britain. He had reached a period of life when
authority loses some of the attractions which its exer-
cise presents to younger men, and before accepting
the offer of His Majesty's Government he insisted that
some of the restrictions upon the prerogatives of the
Throne be removed. Abbas Hilmi, for example, had
not been in a position to bestow Turkish orders and
ranks upon his subjects : and Prince Hussein objected
strongly to a similar slight upon the Sultanate. There
was in fact a curious streak of childish megalomania
in the character of the Prince, and nothing better
illustrated the weakness than the remarkable pains which
His Highness took to design a suitable uniform to be
worn by his guests. He had every reason to condemn
the Stambuli, a hideous travesty of the European
frock-coat, which Turkey had imposed as the Court
costume of Egyptians: but it is doubtful if the flam-
boyant appearance of the new dress was not a worse
eyesore than the sombre ugliness of the Stambuli.
The Sultan kept a hospitable table and, unlike the
Khedive, did not confine his invitations to a select
few. Very properly he considered that the State
should defray some of the additional expense incurred
in support of the dignity of the Throne, and he re-
quired a large addition to the old Civil List.1 But it
met the Lord, who ran up to His Highness and saluting, cried, " Pardon
pardon, your Highness, my delay." " What," said the Prince,<c pardon
you, the son of a dog. Take that, and that," and, added the gardener,
c he beat Cromer soundly with a stick.' ' But, O Ahmed,' asked the
Englishman, * did you yourself witness the incident ? ' * No,' replied
the man regretfully, c it would have been a fine sight. But plenty of
people saw it, and the town talks of nothing else. Is that not so,
Mohammed ?' inviting a bystander to confirm the story. c It is so ',
replied Mohammed. ' Ahmed speaks no more than the truth,' and
the story was the subject of excited discussion in every fellah's hovel
for many months.
1 The Khedive had been in receipt of .£100,000 a year.   A further
£50,000 was allotted to the Sultan.

